STUDY ABROAD ASSIGNMENTS: I have included the prompts for the assignments I found most valuable for engaging the students. These were designed for a study abroad in South Africa, but could be adapted for any location. I also highly recommend using Anu Taranath’s book Beyond Guilt Trips – it has amazing discussion prompts in there as well. Please feel free to use and adapt these for use in your own study abroad courses. 

[bookmark: _Hlk212212047]JOURNALLING AND FREE FORM DISCUSSIONS: 
Every day we started class with journalling. I bought them all journals and colorful pens on arrival and told them to bring them to each class. We all came to love this part of class. I would ask prompts like “something you are proud of”, “something that has been challenging for you”, “something that has brought you joy”, “reflect on xyz experience”. Then they would write for about 5-10 minutes and once everyone was done, we would have an open flow conversation. Sometimes I asked them to come up with the prompts so they could write about what was on their mind. These were some of my favorite conversations and really helped the group connect and bond. 
ETHNOCGRAPHIC RESEARCH PROJECT: 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Over the course of the semester, you will develop an ethnographic mini project on a topic of your choice. While the topic is completely open, you should consider (in some way) the ways in which race, ethnicity, gender, and sexuality are understood in South Africa and/or the structural systems of power that result in racial, class, and gender disparities.
The proposal should include:
· A paragraph detailing your topic, why it is compelling, and what information you have already learned on the topic.
· What sources of data you will draw from? What kind of literature/materials will you draw on? Where will you try to do observations? What will be the goals of the observations? How many do you propose doing? Who might you interview (individuals or categories of individuals)? What is the goal in interviewing these individuals? How many interviews do you propose doing?
· A detailed timeline—you set your own due dates for completion of data collection to help guide you along the way. 
Basic Project Proposal: 
Submit a paragraph describing what topic you would like to explore in your project, what kinds of problems or issues you are going to investigate, what kinds of questions you might seek to answer through your investigation, and possible locations/participants you will interview. Your topic should be focused and specific. 
Final Project Report: 
This is your space to submit the written portion of your final project. For those of you drawing on observations and interviews, the summary report of findings should be 1500-1800 words, about 3-4 pages single spaced. It should bring together insights you learned in your observations and interviews with background literature, statistics, and data that contextualize what you saw and heard.  You should have a minimum of 5 sources, including at least 3 scholarly sources. You may use quotes and excerpts from your notes and recordings, but note that you should use them to support the insights that you are highlighting--i.e. you are not reproducing an interview, instead you are using a short excerpt to highlight a broader point that you are making. 
As in the presentation format, in the written report, you are free and encouraged to take a creative approach. Broadly, you should address your research interest, methods, key insights and/or takeaways from your research, and some conclusions.
You may use the same simple format option as the presentation:
· Introduce your topic, why you decided to look at that topic
· Methods – what sources of data did you draw on? What process did you follow? (observations, interviews, etc.)
· What did you find?
· Conclusion could address
· What insights or takeaways are you left with?
· What does the info you learned suggest to you?
· If you had time to develop a more detailed and systematic project, what would you look at and how would you study it?
Project Presentation: 
Presentations will be 10-12 minutes.
 You are free and encouraged to take a creative approach to your presentation. Broadly, your presentation should share your project with your classmates. What did you spend the semester studying, why, how did you go about it, and what did you learn?
 One simple format option could include:
· Introduce your topic, why you decided to look at that topic
· Methods – what sources of data did you draw on? What process did you follow? (observations, interviews, etc.)
· What did you find? Be sure to include detailed ethnographic examples (quotes, field notes, stories etc.) as those are most compelling to your audience and help you tell your story of what you found.
· Conclusion could address
· What insights or takeaways are you left with?
· What does the info you learned suggest to you?
· If you had time to develop a more detailed and systematic project, what would you look at and how would you study it?

FIELD TRIP LEADER: 
Each student will lead the group on a field trip of something interesting they have found in Stellenbosch. You will research the topic and share with us information about the path and/or destination of your choosing. Be creative in how you approach this assignment.
 For example, you might: 
· walk us to your favorite establishment and introduce us to someone interesting you met who works there
· take us to a spot on campus with an interesting history
· take us on a tour of street art/graffiti analyzing it's social significant
· bring us somewhere to talk about the sky in the southern hemisphere at night
· literally anything interesting you want to share with the class, but do a little research to guide us
CURRENT EVENT ON RACE/GENDER
You will present on a current event in the news related to RACE AND/OR GENDER in South Africa (or South Africa and the world). Find a news story or article that addresses issues of race/gender or the intersection of them.
Components of your presentation:
- Summarize it for us, tell us the important key details, read passages, play short clips if you like.
- Then lead the class in a short conversation about the article, with 1-2 thoughtful discussion prompts or short activity. 
Current can mean happening right now - or it can be something interesting that happened in the past few years as long as it's still relevant to contemporary South Africa. 
CO-CURRICULAR EVENT/REFLECTION: 
You should attend one event - a lecture on campus, a performance, a concert, a comedy show etc (I'm flexible about what this is, so please talk to me if you're unsure what counts as an "event").
Draft a 300-500 word reflection on the activity. You can reflect on whatever component of this event that you want, but here are some ideas of things you could write about: 
· What you learned that was new to you
· what was the experience like
· What did you notice about race/gender
· How did it distinctly reflect South African culture
· What did you find particularly interesting, troubling, confusing etc
You should also be prepared to share what you learned with your classmates in class. 
