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k Studer and Steve Pollock came into their own. Kowalski and
tain Roberto Marchan each scored two goals and Mark Studer
Jim Burrows blanked the Macs in the second half as defender of
et.

he season ended in a three-way tie between St. John’s, St. Thomas
Macalester, with identical records of four wins and one loss.

he season was noteworthy for being the first year soccer letters
issued—fifteen in number. At the end of the season Coach Laguna
ered the special thanks of the team to George Durenberger for
ng the game recognized by the St. John’s Monogram Club and
MIAC. “It took George three years,” he said, “‘but he did it!”

A total of 35 candidates signed up for membership in the sq
Of the 35 members who eventually remained on the team, seven
foreign students: Abel Laguna, from Peru, who was the coach
principal strategist; Roberto Marchan, captain, from Puerto R
Juan Russo, Panama; Jose Ertze, Mexico; James Burrows, Baham:
Douglas Apel, Guatemala; and Kinwah Ng, Hong Kong. Amerie
members of the team were Steve Pavkovich, Dick Oman, Doug
Pels, Richard Tichich, Robert Pinder, James Vivaldelli, Mark Juet.
ten, Mike Molitor. John Ferret, Larry Schmitz, Thomas Hogan, Jo
Cretzmeyer, Larry Kidder, Steve Zwisler and Fred Thielman.

Outcome of the season was a record of 3-2-1—three wins, two los:
and one tie. The Jays defeated Macalester 4-2, Hamline 3-1 and 8
then won by a forfeit over St. Mary’s, and tied Gustavus in the r:
0-0. They lost to the University of Minnesota 7-0 and St. Thomas 3

Prospects for the future looked good to Coach Abel Laguna.
was lacking mainly was experience and coordination of the team
passing the ball by kicks from player to player, and the patterns
play in advancing the ball to the goal, much as in hockey. Geo;
Durenberger promised to do his best to get soccer accepted by the e
ference as a championship, letter-winning sport.

— 1968 —

1968 was the first season of organized soccer in the MIAC, wi
teams representing five of the colleges: St. John’s, St. Thomas, Ha
line, Augsburg and Macalester. Concordia, Duluth and Gustavus
not officially joined the league as yet. Gustavus, a particularly to
competitor, joined at the end of the 1968 season.

Onece more the St. John’s team was coached by Abel Laguna,
Peruvian soccer strategist, with Puerto Rican Bob Marchan as te
captain. There was little change in the team personnel, with the exi
tion of Dave Kowalski, Mark Studer and Steve Pollock, all three
whom made valuable contributions to a good season, especially on
offensive. Bahamian Jim Burrows served as the star goalie and m
good use of his baseball experience in blocking the entrance to the goa
despite a leaky defense that sometimes left him as the sole guard M
of the net. It was a developing team, however, with the greatest weas
ness being the lack of finesse in scoring goals after the fullbacks a
halfbacks had turned the ball over to the forwards. _

The conference season opened with a defeat at the hands of S
Olaf, 4-3, but the team continued to advance in skill until finally
the best game of the season, the Johnnies exploded to defeat Ma
ester 5-2. It was in this game that the new trio of Dave Kow

— 1969 —

Coach Abel Laguna graduated in the spring of 1969 and was sue-
ed in office by James “Big Red’” Vivaldelli. On the schedule were
conference games: Macalester, Augsburg, Hamline, St. Thomas
Gustavus Adolphus. It was a season in which several new names
added to the team roster, players who were instrumental in pro-
ng the success of the team: freshman Tim Broback was one, scor-
he only point in a victory over St. Olaf, 1-0. Then there were rug-
and effective Tom Keul, goaltender, who had three shutouts over
geason, halfbacks Tim Hogan and Kinwah Ng. The 1969 Johnnies
called the “Five Nation Team’ because of its makeup of Douglas
, Guatemala; Vinh Dink Nguen, South Viet Nam; Ramsey Shu,
g Kong; Ning Uyen Chen and Kinwah Ng, both from Hong Kong;
y Paul Gotay, Puerto Rico.

merican members of the team were Rick Althoff, Tom Bates, Tim

back, Rich Bunting, John Cretzmeyer, Weston Cutter, Peter Dau-
I, Tom Gilligan, Tim Hogan, Steve Pavkovich, Bill Russ, Mark
er, Jim Vivaldelli, Tom Weber and John Weiss.

'he 1969 soccer team finished the year with an overall record of
wins, one tie and two losses. The conference record was 4-1-1 for
nd place. It was a strong, well-balanced team despite having been
ated by Gustavus 4-0, the Gusties winning the crown with a rec-
d of five wins and only one loss.

oceer had come a long way since its beginning in 1966, three years
e. The proportion of games won versus the number lost was ap-
(mately the same, but the quality of play had improved signifi-
. One by one, the conference colleges had taken up soccer until
9 the only conference member without a soccer team was Con-
1a. Players and spectators alike had arrived at the point where







