
Theology Day 2019: The Moral Vision of Saint Pope John Paul II 

Dear Friends of the SOT/Sem - Theology Day 2019 participants, 

I look forward to meeting with you in a few shorts weeks to look back on the life and pontificate 

of Saint Pope John Paul II. Part of my rationale in doing this particular theme for Theology Day 

is because so many of my conversations with you have included some reference to JP2s 

teaching. Thus, I wanted to dive a little deeper this time around and discuss not just JP2’s 

teaching on marriage and family but also his vision of the human person and his understanding 

of the importance of work. 

I also wanted you to receive the opportunity, if you wanted to embrace it, to read what my 

students encounter in the classroom. Therefore, there is some “prep” reading you could engage 

in if you so choose. I have selected five readings that are accessible to students, and they can be 

read in the following order: 

1. Michael Walsh’s essay “From Karol Wojtyla to John Paul II” helps you understand JP2’s 

early life as he transitioned from parish life in Poland to becoming Pope in Rome; 

2. A second reading by Avery Dulles, “The Theological Vision of John Paul II” begins to 

paint a portrait of the many dimensions included in JPs thoughts and vision for the 

human person and the world; 

3. The last three readings get into some specifics regarding the theological vision of JP2; 

Let me explain; 

a. Susan Rakoczy’s essay takes a hard look at the ways in which JPs’ proclamations 

on women were both embraced and challenged by women (and men) across the 

globe; 

b. Two other essays- those by Luke Timothy Johnson and Christopher West- offer 

differing remarks and receptions of JP2’s now famous radio addresses that 

eventually became dubbed his “Theology of the Body”. Both these essays are 

meant to expose you to the ways in which this line of thinking has been criticized 

by some and embraced by others; 

In conclusion, these readings are offered as an opportunity. In no way are they mandatory for 

your presence at this Theology Day. Rather, I wanted to offer you the chance to read more (and 

beforehand) if you so choose. 

God bless, and I look forward to seeing you all on Friday September 20th at Emmaus Hall at St. 

John’s or at St. Joseph the Worker Catholic Church in Maple Grove on Thursday October 3rd. 

My best, 

Kari-Shane Davis Zimmerman, PhD 
Associate Professor of Theology 
College of Saint Benedict/Saint John’s University 




































































































