Subject-Verb Agreement
Definition/Explanation of the Term: In the present tense, verbs agree with their
subjects in number (singular or plural) and in person (first, second, third): I sing, you sing,
he sings, she sings, we sing, they sing. Although this concept may seem fairly basic, there are
several tricky situations that commonly confuse students.
Rules: (Note: Remember that verbs that end with an “s” are not plural.)
1. Singular subject=Singular verb, plural subject=plural verb.
The cat runs away.
The three dogs chase the cat.
2. Make the verb agree with its subject, not with a word that comes between.
The samples on the tray in the lab need testing.
3. Treat most subjects joined with “and” as plural.
Leon and Jan often jog together.
4. With subjects joined with “or” or “nor” (or with “either… or” or “neither… nor”),
make the verb agree with the part of the subject nearer to the verb.
A driver’s license or credit card is required.
A driver’s license or two credits cards are required.
5. Treat most indefinite pronouns as singular (such as: Anybody, each, everyone,
nobody, someone, everybody, neither, nothing, something, etc.).
Everyone on the team supports the coach.
6. Treat collective nouns as singular unless the meaning is clearly plural.
Singular: The class respects the teacher.
Plural: The class (thinking of the class as class members) are debating among
themselves.
7. Make the verb agree with its subject even when the subject follows the verb.
There are surprisingly few children in our neighborhood.
8. Make the verb agree with its subject, not with a subject complement.
These exercises are a way to test your ability to perform under pressure.
9. Who, which, and that take verbs that agree with their antecedents.
Take a course that prepares you for classroom management.

10. Words such as athletic, economics, mathematics, physics, politics, statistics,
measles, and news are usually singular, despite their plural form.
Politics is among my mother’s favorite pastimes.
11. Titles of works, company names, words mentioned as words, and gerund phrases
are singular.
Lost Cities describes the discovery of fifty ancient civilizations.

Need More Help?
 Bedford: pgs. 243-255; exercises pgs. 254-255
 Explanation:
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/599/01/
 Video: Tricks and Explanations
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M_P6d_Pt76k

