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Nature Explorer Camp 
  
Policies and Procedures 
  
Camp overview: 
Our week long summer day camps will focus on Minnesota natural history, plants, 
and animals, especially those living in the Abbey Arboretum. Activities will include 
exploring, observing, games, arts, and up close critter encounters. Respect for and 
personal connection to the natural world will also be a key theme, which will include 
time for nature play with peers every day.  
 
Camps offered: 
Minnesota Animals - Each day is spent exploring different animal groups through 
exploration, games, and up-close encounters. 
Junior Naturalist - Campers will work on building the skills and knowledge naturalists 
need, such as observation, journaling, identification, orienteering, and more.   
 
Ages: 
Both camps are for students entering 2nd through 6th grade in the 2022-23 school year.  
 
Dates and Times: 
Minnesota Animals (both weeks are the same camp) 

Session 1: June 20 - 24   Session 2: July 11 - 15 
Junior Naturalist (both weeks are the same camp) 
 Session 1: July 25 - 29   Session 2: Aug 8 - 12 
 
Campers can attend both separate camps, but not the same session twice. 
 
Check-in is expected by 8:30 am each day. Doors open at 8:20 am. 
Pick-up is expected by 4:00 pm each day. Doors close at 4:10 pm. 
 
Early drop off and late pick up times are available and must be arranged and paid for 
by 1 week before the first day of camp. Early drop off is between 7:30-8:20 am and 
costs $5/day. Late pick up is between 4:10-5:00 pm each day and costs $5/day.  
 
If you arrive early (before 8:20 am) or late (after 4:10 pm) and have not informed 
camp staff by the first date of camp, you will be charged $5 for every 10 minutes you 
are early or late.  
 
 

https://greenheartsinc.org/Nature_Play.html
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Registration and Cost: 
Registration is on a first-come, first-served basis. Deadline for registration, all required 
forms, and full payment is 1 week before the start of camp. 
 
Full cost for the camp is $160 for children or grandchildren of Outdoor U members, 
$200 for non-members. After the first child is registered at full price, a $20 sibling 
discount will be available for 1 or more siblings (for both members and non-
members). 
 
Full payment is due upon registration, which includes a $25 non-refundable fee.  
 
No pro-rated daily rates are available. No refunds for missed days of camp. 
 
Before and after care will be arranged and paid for separately from initial camp 
registration and will due 1 week before camp begins. 
 
Outdoor U reserves the right to cancel a camp session if there is insufficient 
enrollment. If a session is cancelled, all fees, minus non-refundable fees, will be fully 
refunded. 
 
Cancellations or Changes: 
If you cancel your registration by 1 week before the start of your camp, your deposit 
will be refunded, minus the $25 non-refundable fee. Requests for cancellations or 
changes less than 1 week before the start of camp must be made to Sarah Gainey at 
sgainey@csbsju.edu or 320.363.3133. Refunds less than 1 week out, minus the non-
refundable fees, will be determined on a case by case basis. 
 
COVID-19 Policy: 
Camps will abide by the most current recommendations for prevention of COVID-19 
as recommended by the Minnesota Department of Health and the current policies of 
CSB|SJU. Campers’ parents/guardians will be notified no later than 2 weeks before 
the start of camp as to the COVID requirements for attending camp, which may or 
may not include and are not limited to wearing masks, health checks before attending 
each day, and vaccine requirements. If parents/guardians chose not to send registered 
campers due to COVID requirements, your deposit will be refunded, minus the $25 
non-refundable fee, as long as you notify us of the change no later than 1 week before 
the start of camp.     
 
 
 

mailto:sgainey@csbsju.edu
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Required Forms: 
After registering and paying online, parents/guardians are required to submit online 
the following forms by the due date (1 week before camp begins): 

Release Form    Health and Safety Form   
Medication Form   Extended Care Form 

 
Your child will not be able to attend camp if we do not receive these forms. 
 
Lunch and snacks: 
Campers will need to bring their own healthy lunch each day, including a beverage 
and an afternoon snack. Refrigeration and microwave will not be available. Morning 
snacks will be provided but campers are welcome to also bring their own.  
 
Location: 
Camp will occur on the campus of Saint John’s University, both indoors in university 
buildings and outdoors in the Abbey Arboretum. Camp drop off and pick up will be 
in room 150 New Science Center.  
 
Insurance:  
SJU requires all campers to carry health insurance. Evidence of insurance will be 
required to complete registration.  
 
Staffing:  
Camps are staffed by full time Outdoor U professional education staff and assisted by 
college student employees. All camps will maintain at least a 1:8 ratio of staff to 
students. Students requiring supervision beyond this ratio may need to provide a 
personal aide at their own expense. Lead staff are trained in CPR/First Aid and have 
extensive experience in teaching kids outdoors. 
 
Weather:  
Campers should come prepared to be outside. Camps will not be cancelled due to 
inclement weather but activities will be adjusted for the safety of the campers. 
 
Zero Tolerance Policy: 
Campers and camp counselors are expected to be respectful to other campers, camp 
counselors, guests, university staff and members of the Saint John’s community.  Saint 
John’s has zero tolerance for harassment such as inappropriate language, gestures or 
behavior including bullying, inappropriate comments to or about others, or 
misconduct. Outdoor U retains the right to dismiss a camper without a refund for 
violating the zero tolerance policy. Further information regarding institutional policies 
may be found at http://www.csbsju.edu/human-rights. 

http://www.csbsju.edu/human-rights


4 
 

Behavior Policy 
 
Overview: 
Our goal for camp is to provide a safe and supportive environment for campers to take 
healthy risks, make good choices, improve teamwork skills, and have the opportunity 
to fix their mistakes. Camp staff are trained in positive ways to redirect behavior and 
anticipate difficulties before they start. If a camper does exhibit behaviors that are not 
appropriate for the setting and activity, redirection from camp staff will always be the 
first method attempted. If repeated attempts by camp staff to redirect behavior do not 
result in changed behavior and better choices, the following tiered procedure will be 
followed. 
 
TALK IT OUT: 
Camper having difficulty will discuss the issue with Lead Camp Staff or Camp 
Administrator. We will address what went wrong, what the camper can to do fix it, 
and how camp staff can support the camper. 
 
SIT IT OUT: 
If camper continues to have difficulty, the camper will sit out during the activity and 
not be allowed to participate for an amount of time determined by camp staff. 
Camper will remain supervised and in the program area. After the designated amount 
of time, the camper and staff will again ‘talk it out’ and the camper can return to the 
camp activities. 
 
WRITE IT OUT: 
If after sitting out of the activity, the camper continues to have difficulty, a note home 
to the camper’s parent/guardian will be written by Lead Camp Staff or Administrator. 
The note is intended as a way for the camper to talk with their caregivers about what 
happened and make a plan on how to do better the next day. 
 
CALL IT OUT: 
If all attempts to change behavior and choices do not result in the camper being able 
to participate in camp activities, the Camp Administrator will call the camper’s 
parent/guardian to discuss the issue. The caregivers and Camp Administrator will 
determine from there what the next course of action will be, such as being picked up 
early from camp or a phone conversation between caregiver and camper. 
 
 
Questions: 
Please contact Sarah Gainey, Outdoor U Environmental Education Coordinator, at 
sgainey@csbsju.edu or 320.363.3133, with any questions. 
 

mailto:sgainey@csbsju.edu

