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Pedro dos Santos: "Women's Movements Inside and Outside the State in Brazil” 

Tuesday, April 14th, Quad 264, 7:00 pm  

The election of Jair Bolsonaro to the presidency of Brazil in 2018 marked a shift in the federal govern-

ment's policy priorities. This has included a change from a feminist-aligned women-related policy di-

rection to a focus on "traditional family values" with strong religious undertones. In this talk Dr. dos 

Santos will discuss what this policy shift means to the women's movements in Brazil, focusing on the 

role of such movements inside and outside the state. Tracing the origins of the modern women's 

movement in the country this talk will elaborate on how women and women's groups have negotiat-

ed their presence and power in the political arena, and how presidential elections can have a direct 

impact on the role of social movements in the creation and implementation of policies.  

Dr. Pedro dos Santos is Associate Professor of Political Science at CSB/SJU, where he teaches Com-

parative Politics and International Relations. Most of his research revolves around the concept of representation in relation to gender 

and politics and politics in Brazil and Latin America.  

Anita Carrasco: “Culture as Resistance in the Chilean Andes: An Indigenous  

Community’s Struggle for their Rights and Recognition in the Face of Mining”  

Wednesday, March 25th, Quad 264, SJU, 7:00 pm 

Likantatay is an Atacameño urban indigenous community located in Calama mining town in the Ata-

cama Desert of northern Chile. In 1991, a group of 36 Atacameño immigrant families from interior 

rural villages, driven by the marginal conditions in which they lived in the city, decided to petition 

land to the Ministry of Government Property and settled down in a former pasturing zone in the pov-

erty belt of the city. It was barren land with no public services or houses to live in. These families had 

to build their homes from scratch. Most were slum dwellings, with dirt floors, and shantytown con-

struction. From its very beginnings, the people of Likantatay assert that their main objective has been 

to reproduce their “traditional” Atacameño community but in an urban space. In The Invention of 

Culture (1975) Roy Wagner develops an interesting perspective of culture as a work of art, where cre-

ation plays a central role in making culture visible. His approach fits the case of Likantatay quite well. 

Wagner argues that creation is embedded with invention, which is not to say that people are fake, 

but rather that, the power of invention is what gives the people of a culture some control over the opportunities they create for them-

selves, in their collective struggles for their rights and recognition. This talk addressed the story of Likantatay. They have struggled 

against the manifold impacts of copper mining on their community, from displacements from a rural lifestyle because of mining compa-

ny’s voracious extraction of water in the desert, to the threat of a forced resettlement that they are still navigating in the present. 

Dr. Anita Carrasco is Assistant Professor of Anthropology at Luther College (IA). 

Paul Dosh: "Tactics of Decolonization: Indigenous Movements in Latin America"  

Thursday, February 13th, Gorecki 204A, CSB, 7:00 pm 

In 1994, in southern Mexico, the Zapatistas uprising challenged global capitalism and captured international 

attention.  Over the next 25 years, indigenous movements seeking to decolonize Latin America grew in pow-

er, toppling presidents in Ecuador and capturing the state in Bolivia.  But in 2019, indigenous movements 

have been forced on the defensive, with Bolivian President Evo Morales forced from office by the military, 

and indigenous groups in Ecuador and Guatemala trapped between opposing political leaders, none of whom 

represent indigenous interests.  How did indigenous power in Latin America grow, why has it faltered, and 

how can engaged citizens in Minnesota oppose repression and support indigenous voices in the region?     

Dr. Paul Dosh is a social justice activist and chair of the political science department at Macalester Col-

lege.  An expert on social movements, he has worked in six Latin American countries and co-founded Building 

Dignity, a community development center in Lima, Peru.    


