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PRE-ARRIVAL INFORMATION 2026-2027
COLLEGE OF SAINT BENEDICT AND SAINT JOHN’S UNIVERSITY

Welcome to the College of Saint Benedict and Saint John’s University (CSB+SJU)! We hope your experience at CSB+SJU will be a rewarding and memorable.  Below is information that will hopefully prepare you more for your time at CSB+SJU and answer some of your questions as you prepare to come to campus in August.  

Please read this information carefully before arriving in the U.S.


ARRIVAL, AIRPORT WELCOME AND TRANSPORTATION

Arrival Day & Transportation Please make arrangements to arrive on campus on Monday, August 24, 2026. If possible, aim to arrive between 8:00 AM and 7:00 PM. Mentors from Multicultural Student Services will be waiting to greet you and help you move into your room!

Visa & Entry Timing U.S. immigration law allows F-1 visa holders to enter the U.S. up to 30 days before the "program start date" on your I-20. While your I-20 lists August 31 (the first day of classes), you are encouraged to arrive by our official Arrival Day on August 24 to participate in orientation.

Getting to Campus The campuses are about 80 miles (128 km) from the Minneapolis/St. Paul International Airport (MSP). The drive typically takes 1.5 hours.
· University Transport: If you are traveling alone, we can arrange your ride from the airport. Please select this option on your International Student Arrival Form by July 15.
· Family/Rental: If you are arriving with family, please indicate your plans on the same form.
· Note: We strongly recommend against taking a taxi from the airport, as it is very expensive.
Late Arrivals & Emergencies If your flight is delayed or you will arrive late at night, please contact Sarah Simpson, Associate Director of International Admission, via cell, WhatsApp, or WeChat at +1 218-851-5977. In an extreme emergency, please stay overnight at a hotel near MSP airport and call us for instructions the following morning.

Important Semester Dates
· Fall Semester: August 31 – December 19, 2026
· Spring Semester: January 19 – May 15, 2027
· Full Calendar: csbsju.edu/registrar/calendars/
Please do not plan travel that interferes with exams or the start of classes, as this can have serious academic consequences.






CSB+SJU FORMS PORTAL: THE STUDENT CHECKLIST

All students must log in to the CSB+SJU Student Checklist to complete their required enrollment forms.

Accessing Your Account:
· Setting up Access: After you submit your enrollment deposit, you will receive an email with instructions on how to set up your CSB+SJU campus network account and password. You will need these credentials to enter the Checklist.
· Troubleshooting: If you haven’t received this email within one week of depositing, please contact us immediately.
· Important Note: Once your campus account is created, all university departments will communicate with you ONLY through your CSB+SJU email address. Please make it a habit to check this inbox daily.
Access the Student Checklist here: apps.csbsju.edu/enrolledstudents/

Required Forms to Complete: Please log in and complete the following as soon as possible (some forms have early deadlines in June and July):
· CSB+SJU Advising and Registration Form
· Housing Application
· CSB+SJU Health Form
· CSB+SJU Collegebound Pre-orientation Wilderness Trip Information
· CSB+SJU International Student Arrival Form
· CSB+SJU ID Photo Form
· CSB+SJU Public Information Release Form
· CSB+SJU Payment Agreement
· CSB+SJU Verification of Health Insurance
· FERPA Disclosure Form
· CSB+SJU Confirmation of Registration and Data Collection Form
· CSB+SJU Student Parking Permit Registration (Only if you plan to bring a car to campus)



NAVIGATING LIFE AT CSB+SJU

MULTICULTURAL STUDENT SERVICES Multicultural Student Services (MSS) is your primary resource for the New International Student Orientation. They arrange mentors, provide info sessions throughout your first semester, and assist with your transition to Minnesota life. They also host cultural events and celebrations year-round. Watch your campus email this summer for specific outreach from the MSS team!
· Website: csbsju.edu/multicultural-student-services
ACADEMIC INFORMATION You will be assigned a specific Academic Advisor to guide your pathway. Expect to hear from the Academic Advising Office in June regarding your Fall 2026 course schedule. Once you arrive, you’ll meet with your advisor to finalize any changes.
RESIDENTIAL LIFE Housing is provided on-campus (SJU for men, CSB for women).
· Forms: Complete your Housing Form in the Forms Portal as soon as possible.
· Shopping: Don’t stress about packing everything! We take a shopping trip during Orientation for school supplies and room essentials.
· Bedding: Linen/towel sets (sheets, pillow, towel) are available for purchase upon arrival if needed.
· Assignments: You will receive your room and roommate assignment in mid-July.
· Websites: CSB Residential Life | SJU Residential Life
PAYMENT PLANS (2026 Dates)
· Standard Plan: Pay the semester in full on August 10 (Fall) and January 10 (Spring).
· Payment Plans: Four installments per semester:
· Fall: Aug 10, Sept 10, Oct 10, and Nov 7.
· Spring: Jan 10, Feb 10, March 10, and April 7.
· Details: csbsju.edu/student-accounts
HEALTH / MEDICAL INSURANCE U.S. healthcare is expensive, so coverage is mandatory. CSB+SJU will automatically enroll and bill you for the school-endorsed plan unless you provide proof of a comparable, U.S.-approved alternative via the Verification of Health Insurance form by the August deadline.
LOCAL AREA & TRANSPORTATION
· The Link: Our free shuttle bus runs every 10–15 minutes between CSB (St. Joseph) and SJU (Collegeville). On weekends, the Link also travels to St. Cloud for shopping and movies.
· Proximity: We are about 1.5 hours (80 miles/128 km) from the Minneapolis/St. Paul (MSP) International Airport.
· Explore MN: exploreminnesota.com
CLIMATE & WHAT TO WEAR Minnesota has four distinct seasons. Summer (June-August) is hot and humid; Winter (December-March) is very cold and snowy.
· Packing: Pack casual university clothes. You’ll want one semi-formal outfit for special events like the Thanksgiving Dinner.
· Winter Gear: You can buy heavy coats, boots, and gloves at local shops during Orientation.
LONG WEEKENDS & HOLIDAY BREAKS (Important!) Do not book travel that interferes with classes or exams.
· Winter Break (Dec 20, 2026 – Jan 17, 2027): While you can stay on campus, services are very limited.
· Campus Closure: CSB is completely closed from Dec 24 to Jan 2. There is no food service or open offices during this time. We strongly recommend traveling or visiting friends during this window.
· Spring Break: A week-long break in March; residence halls remain open, but many students choose to travel.





SEVIS FEE AND VISA INFORMATION

F-1 Student Visa & SEVIS Fee As a non-U.S. citizen, you are required to obtain an F-1 Student Visa to study at CSB+SJU.
· The SEVIS Fee: All new F-1 applicants must pay a one-time SEVIS I-901 fee of $350 USD. This is a U.S. government fee and is separate from the visa application (MRV) fee.
· Payment Timing: You must pay this fee at least 3 business days before your visa interview (or before arriving at the border if you are a Canadian citizen).
· How to Pay: Visit fmjfee.com to pay online.
· Note: The SEVIS fee is non-refundable, even if your visa is denied. However, the payment is valid for 12 months, so if you re-apply for the same program, you do not need to pay it again.
Documents for Your Interview & Arrival You must carry physical, original copies of these documents to your visa interview and have them ready in your carry-on luggage when you land at the airport (do not put these in checked bags!):
· Form I-20: Signed by both you and the CSB+SJU official.
· Valid Passport: Must be valid for at least 6 months into the future.
· CSB+SJU Acceptance Letter.
· Financial Proof: Bank statements or support letters matching the funding listed on your I-20.
· SEVIS Receipt: A printed copy of your I-901 fee receipt.
· DS-160 Confirmation: The printed confirmation page from your online visa application.
Helpful Links:
· Find your local Embassy: usembassy.gov




PREPARING FOR YOUR VISA INTERVIEW

Getting your F-1 visa is the final hurdle before heading to Minnesota! The interview is short (usually 2–4 minutes), so you need to be prepared to make a great impression fast. Here are some tips on how to prepare:
1. Show Your Family Ties – U.S. law assumes every applicant wants to stay in the U.S. forever until you prove otherwise. You must show you have strong reasons to return home after graduation:
· Family & Community: Your connections to your hometown.
· Economics: Financial prospects or property you/your family own.
· Career: A specific plan for how your degree will get you a job back home.
2. Your Digital Footprint Matters – As of 2025, the U.S. government has expanded its "Online Presence" review for all F-1 students.
· Be Transparent: You must list every social media handle (Facebook, Instagram, X/Twitter, TikTok, etc.) you have used in the last 5 years on your DS-160 form.
· Set to Public: Current guidance suggests setting your profiles to "Public" during the application process. Keeping accounts private can sometimes be viewed as an attempt to hide activity and may cause delays.
· Consistency is Key: Ensure your education and job history on sites like LinkedIn match what you wrote on your application.
3. Speak for Yourself in English
· Go Solo: Do not bring parents to the interview window. The officer wants to see that you are independent and ready for college.
· No Scripts: Practice your English, but do not memorize a speech. It should sound like a natural conversation.
4. Know Your "Why" (CSB+SJU) – Be ready to explain why you chose the College of Saint Benedict and Saint John’s University:
· The Schools: Mention we are two 4-year, liberal arts institutions.
· The Fit: How our specific programs (and our unique two-campus community!) help you reach your goals.
· The Major: It’s okay to change your mind later, but have a clear plan for what you intend to study now and make sure it matches what is on your acceptance letter.
5. Be Fast & Focused 
· The 60-Second Rule: Officers often form an opinion in the first minute. Keep your answers short and to the point.
· Stay Positive: Never argue. If you are denied, politely ask for the reason in writing so you can improve for a future attempt.


POTENTIAL VISA ISSUANCE DELAYS
1. Security Check Delays 
· The 2026 Reality: As of January 2026, many applicants are experiencing "Administrative Processing" (Section 221(g)) holds that can take 60–90 days, especially for those with common names or backgrounds in sensitive technology and STEM fields. Plan accordingly!
· New "Pauses": Some nationalities are currently subject to a temporary visa issuance pause (effective January 2026) that allows for interviews but delays the final physical printing of the visa while security reviews are completed.
2. SEVIS Information Sync 
· Sync Lag: Even in 2026, there can still be a lag between when a school official (DSO) updates your I-20 and when a Consular Officer sees that update.
· TIP: To avoid these sync issues, wait at least 48–72 hours after your I-20 is issued before you pay your SEVIS fee or attend your interview. This ensures the digital record has "settled" in the Department of State’s system.
3. Additional Resources
· The website travel.state.gov is still the official, gold-standard resource for all U.S. visa information. Students should visit this site regularly for the latest "Visa Bulletin" and local embassy wait times.
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