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Photo: The Zhanjiang Delegation, led by Prof. Jinkai Liu, at the MSP International Airport.  Courtesy Jinkai Liu. 

    A delegation of 15 students 

from Zhanjiang Normal Univer-

sity (ZNU) in southern China 

visited the CSB/SJU campuses 

in January and February.  The 

students participated in a wide 

range of courses alongside 

American students on both cam-

puses, engaging in topics such as 

Intercultural Communication and 

International Business.  The 

presence of the visiting students 

was an enriching and positive 

experience for the CSB/SJU stu-

dents, and provided all partici-

pants with new perspectives. 

    In addition to attending 

courses, the ZNU students were 

immersed in American college 

life, including visits to athletic 

and fine arts events; eating meals 

in the SJU Refectory and CSB 

Gorecki Center; exploring the 

library and research facilities; 

and just enjoying time hanging 

out with friends.  Further high-

lights of their visit included a 

luncheon hosted by CSB Presi-

dent MaryAnn Baenninger, see-

ing the Minnesota Timberwolves 

take on the Los Angeles Lakers 

at the Target Center, and a week-

end in the Twin Cities visiting 

sights like the Science Museum  
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of Minnesota, the Minnesota History Center, the 

Minnesota State Capitol, the Mall of America, 

and the James J. Hill House. 

    When they left to return to China on February 

13, the ZNU students said they appreciated the 

opportunity to meet so many kind and interesting 

people on the CSB/SJU campuses, and several 

expressed interest in returning as fully-

matriculated students.  They said they are also 

looking forward to May, when a group of CSB/

SJU students, led by Professor Sophia Geng of 

the Modern and Classical Languages Depart-

ment, will visit ZNU. 

    The exchanges between ZNU and CSB/SJU 

are the result of a decade-long partnership shared 

by the three institutions that all participants hope 

will flourish for decades to come. 
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    With an eye toward expanding our international offerings to the     

worldôs second most populous country, Director of Education Abroad 

Joe Rogers recently visited Kolkata (Calcutta) and Delhi.  This visit 

was an outgrowth of three previous faculty development trips to India.   

    Two of these trips visited St. Xavierôs College, Calcutta, one of 

Indiaôs most prestigious universities.  CSB/SJU is fortunate to have 

several faculty members from Kolkata and two of these are graduates 

of St. Xavierôs.  In many ways, St. Xavierôs is an ideal partner for 

our institutions.  Earlier this year, we took another step toward estab-

lishing a permanent relationship with St. Xavierôs.  Professor Madhu 

Mitra directed a short term program to India over the winter 

break.  Five students from CSB/SJU accompanied Professor Mitra to 

Delhi, Agra, and Kolkata.  This program visited the Taj Mahal and 

toured the unique environment of the Sunderbuns in the Ganges river 

delta.   Students also attended classes at St. Xavierôs and lived with 

families whose children attended St. Xavierôs.   

    While in India, Rogers worked with the administration and faculty 

at St. Xavierôs to lay the groundwork for a semester-long study 

abroad program for CSB/SJU students to begin in the spring of 2011. 

Exploring ways for St. Xavierôs students and faculty to study at CSB/

SJU was another important topic of conversation.  We look forward to 

expanding student learning opportunities in India in the coming 

months. 

    Meena Natarajan and Dipankar Mukherjee of Pangea 

World Theater in Minneapolis visited the CSB/SJU cam-

puses for a two-day residency April 14-15.  Their keynote 

presentation, entitled ñIntercultural Theater and Globaliza-

tion: South Asia, America, and Beyond,ò described how 

their work with a multi-ethnic theater troupe in Minneapo-

lis has encouraged them to think broadly about culture, 

identity and nationality.   

    Their work strives to celebrate diversity, and to ñremain 

cognizant ofé borrowings of stories and texts within the 

context of globalization.ò  In addition to the keynote pres-

entation, Ms. Natarajan and Mr. Mukherjee joined Prof. 

Kaarin Johnstonôs classes for a theater workshop.  For 

more information on their work at Pangea World Theater, 

please see www.pangeaworldtheater.org. 

Directors of Pangea World Theater Visit 

CSB/SJU Develops Ties to St. Xavierôs College, Calcutta 

Photo: Professor Mitra with students at the Taj Mahal.  

Courtesy Hannah Nelson, CSB ô11.  

http://www.pangeaworldtheater.org


CSB/SJU Host Three Delegations From Japan 

    This spring, the CSB/SJU campuses hosted three  

delegations from partner institutions in Japan.  All  

three visiting groups send students to the summer  

ESL camps at SJU, and all three made visits to the  

grave of late SJU president Br. Dietrich Reinhart.  In 

February, Dr. Ichiro Nashiro and his wife, Orie,  

were in Minnesota to celebrate the successful  

defense of his dissertation at St. Maryôs.  Dr.  

Nashiro is the Vice-principal of Shogaku Junior and 

Senior High School in Okinawa.  He and his family 

spent two years at CSB/SJU while he was a  

Visiting Scholar and Lecturer.  Every year, his 

school hires 4-5 CSB/SJU graduates, and the  

majority of the Japanese students here are graduates 

of Shogaku High School. 

 

    In mid-April, President Akiko Shimada of  

Bunkyo Gakuin University, Tokyo, visited SJU to  

demonstrate her respect for and deep friendship with 

Br. Dietrich.  Two years ago in Tokyo, Br. Dietrich  

awarded President Shimada the Presidentôs Medal in recognition of her and Bunkyoôs efforts on behalf of  

CSB/SJU students studying in Japan.  Five to seven Bunkyo students attend CSB/SJU annually as exchange 

students, and Bunkyo hires two CSB/SJU graduates each year.  President Shimada was accompanied by Ms. 

Noriko Kataoka of the International Programs Office.  Ms. Kataoka works on an almost daily basis with staff in 

the CSB/SJU Asian Studies program, Office for Education Abroad, Admissions and Academic Advising.  She 

had the opportunity during this visit to put faces to the names on her e-mail lists, as well as to conduct some 

important business with these partners. 

 

    Mr. Alex Kishaba, Chairman of the Ryukyu America Historical Research Society, and a delegation of  

Okinawan mayors and public school officials visited in late April.  Their purpose was to gather information and 

confer with a number of people at CSB/SJU who are responsible for the summer ESL programs to which  

Kishabaôs non-profit organization sends 40 students each year.  Education leaders in the several public schools  

represented are now considering encouraging their high school students to pursue college careers at CSB/SJU.  

To further this end, Professor David Bennetts, History, will attend a College Day in Okinawa in May.  Like  

Shogaku and Bunkyo, this organization is considering the hiring of CSB/SJU graduates as teaching assistants.   

Photo: President Akiko Shimada with Ms. Noriko Kataoka and BGU students 
Tomomi Inoue, Masae Kubota and Maki Asano.  Tomomi, Masae and Maki 

were students at CSB in 2008-09.  Courtesy Noriko Kataoka.  
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A feature on the 2009 May term trips to Asia 

An article about new Japanese language professor Dr. Yuko 

Shibata 

A feature about Gar Kellomôs annual trip to India and Nepal 


