
 Philosophy of 
Religion 
 
Quad 344 

Value Philosophy 
 
 
Quad 347 

History 
 

 
Quad 349 

Metaphysics and 
Philosophy of 
Mind 
Quad 353 

Epistemology and 
Philosophy of 
Science 
Quad 361 

9:00 Daniel Grosz, MN 
State-Moorhead, 
“Coercion and the 
Argument from 
Hiddenness” 
 
Commentator: 
Shannon Preston, CSB  
 

Sean Pile, UM-Twin 
Cities, “Further 
Defenses and 
Objections to Moral 
Relativism” 
 
Commentator: 
Brittany Ortmann, 
CSB 
 

Ryan Briscoe, St. 
Mary, “A 
Consideration of the 
Teacher as a 
Necessary Agent in 
Education: A 
Consideration of 
Descartes, Aristotle, 
and Aquinas”  
 
Commentator: 
Gabe Harren, SJU 

Paul Blaschko, St. 
Thomas, 

“Resurrection and 
Hylomorphism: 

Toward a Theory of 
Post-Mortem Survival 
Compatible with 
Catholic Doctrine” 

Commentator: 
Gayatri Sarin, 
Macalester 
 

 

Ryan Feldbrugge, MN 
State-Mankato. 
“Pushing the Mind into 
the World” 
 
Commentator: Kyle 
Ellingson, SJU 

 
 
 
 
 

10:00 Paul Keller, UW-
Stout, “The Scientific 
Case for Gnostic 
Atheism” 
 
Commentator:  
Kyle French, SJU 

Gil Thompson, St. 
Olaf, “Empathy, 
Morality and 
Aesthetics: The Case 
for a Realist 
Conception” 
 
Commentator: 
Corbin Cleary, SJU 

Allison Laurent, UW-
Eau Claire, “Sextus 
Empiricus and 
Nagarjuna” 
 
Commentator: 
Kenan Woodberry, 
SJU 

 
  

Andrea Krause, 
Bethel, “On the 
Similarities and 

Differences Between 
Al-Ghazali and David 
Hume’s Theories of 

Causation”  

Commentator: 
James McMillan, SJU 
 

 

Gayatri Sarin, 
Macalester, 
“Economics : The 
Precocious Social 
Science” 
 
Commentator: Chris 
Anderson, SJU 

11:00 Heber Gurrola, North 
Hennepin Community 
College, “A Purpose 
or Lack Therof”  
 
Commentator: 
Jennifer Jaszczak, MN 
State-Moorhead 

Matt Borgert-Spaniol, 
SCSU, “The problems 
with a principle of 
rectification” 
 
Commentator:  
Sam Brown, SJU 

Benjamin Schuth, 
Gustavus, “William 
James: Belief and 
Truth”  
 
Commentator: 
Paul Blaschko, St. 
Thomas 
 

Sara Gottlieb, 
Macalester, 

“Determined to feel 
free: The 

psychological reality 
of moral 

responsibility” 

Commentator: 
Michael Short, SJU 

Harry Youngvorst, 
Gustavus, “The End of 
Evolution” 
 
Commentator: Allison 
Davis, CSB 

 

12-
1:25 

Lunch and keynote 
Michael Shaffer, 
Associate Professor, 
SCSU 
 
Rationality and Concepts 
 
 

    



 

 

1:30 Christopher Lilley, 
Bethel , “finding 
dawkins’  god: a 
critique of 

dawkins’ argument or 
the improbability of 

god”  

Commentator: 
Heber Gurrola, North 
Hennepin Community 
College 
 
 

Jennifer Jaszczak, MN 
State-Moorhead, “A 
Consideration of the 
Oppression of 
Women”   
 
Commentator: 
Andrew Lane, 
Macalester 

Nils Richard, St. 
Thomas, 
“Aristotle’s On 
Interpretation”  
 
Commentator: 
Gabe Bruguier, UM-
Morris  
 

Karen Sells, St. Kate, 
Right Body/Wrong 
Body:   
“Reconciliation of 'the 
Underlying I' within 
Societal 
Constructions”   
 
Commentator: 
Amy Marschall, CSB 

Kathryn Pogin, St. 
Thomas, “The Nyaya 
vs. Nagarjuna on 
Pramana”  
 
Commentator: 
Doug Trumm, SJU 

2:30 Andrew Lynch, MN 
State-Mankato, 
“Medieval Philosophy 
on Evil”  
 
Commentator: 
Mike Soukup, SJU 

Tatiana Gracyk, MN 
State-Moorhead, “The 
Ethics of Physician-
Assisted Suicide” 
 
Commentator:  
Rita Allen, CSB 

Danny Lewis, Bethel, 
“The Ontological 
Argument” 
 
 
Commentator: Nils 
Richards, St. Thomas 
 

Tim Streiff, St. Mary, 
“Intellectual Property 
Rights and the Formal 
Cause: Why Music 

Piracy is not Theft”  

Commentator: 
Ben Seefeldt, SJU 

 

Tyler Ahlstrom, UM-
Twin Cities, “Scientific 
Explanation: Theory 
and Practice” 
 
Commentator: 
Ryan Feldbrugge, MN 
State-Mankato 

3:30 Heidi Hildeman, 
University of 
Tennessee, “Rejection 
of  Pascal’s Wager” 
 
Commentator: 
Matt Borgert-Spaniol, 
SCSU 

Jennifer Lee, 
Gustavus, “Who We 
Are: Posers of 
Morality vs. Knowers 
of Morality” 
 
Commentator: 
Elizabeth Balskus, 
Macalester 

Brady Post, St. Olaf, 
“Dispositions and 
Happiness: 
Responsibility for 
Who We Are” 
 
 
Commentator:  
Sara Gottlieb, 
Macalester 

  

Gabe Bruguier, UM-
Morris, “A Defense of 
Mathematical 
Platonism” 
 
 
Commentator: Matt 
Donner, SJU 

Peter Woodruff, SJU, 
“The Impact of Bullshit 
on Society’s Search for 
Truth”  
 
Commentator: 
Caitlin Hammaker, 
CSB 


