[bookmark: _GoBack]GST 101: INTRODUCTION TO GENDER STUDIES
FALL SEMESTER 2011

Instructor:  Maureen McCarter
Office:  Quad 473 at SJU
Email: mmccarter@csbsju.edu
Phone: 3075
Office Hours: Days 1-3-5 from 11:30-12:30       Days 2-4-6 from 11:30- 12:30 and 2:30-3:30 
                       I am happy to meet with you at other times to accommodate your schedule. 

Course Description
What does it mean to be a man or a woman in our society? How does gender influence a person’s sense of identity? What constraints and what privileges are associated with gender?
What kind of gender relations can we visualize for ourselves and for future generations? In this course, we will examine contemporary issues surrounding gender, become familiar with some theoretical approaches to the study of gender, and explore how race, class, ethnicity, and sexual orientation influence the construction of gender identity.

Learning Goals
This course aims to help students do the following:
· Realize that gender is always co-constituted by other aspects of identity, such as race, social class, sexuality, and ethnicity,
· Articulate the distinctions between sex, gender, and sexuality,
· Analyze how gender and sexual difference have often been translated into inequalities of social, political, religious, and economic power,
· Recognize that there are various theoretical approaches to gender studies.

Texts
The Gendered Society (4th edition) by Michael Kimmel
The Gendered Society Reader (4th edition) by Michael Kimmel and Amy Aronson.

Attendance Policy
Since discussion is a major component of this class, your daily participation is essential. Each absent student denies the class his/her unique perspective, which weakens our collective analysis of the issues. In other words, your presence matters.  Therefore, for each absence beyond three, regardless of the reason, five points will be deducted from your participation grade.

Accommodation Policy
If accommodations have been recommended to facilitate your learning, please let me know by the end of the second week of the semester. Such requests need to be verified by Academic Advising. Every effort will be made to provide the appropriate accommodation for physical or learning disabilities.

Plagiarism Policy
Plagiarism is the act of appropriating and using the ideas, writings, or works of original expression of another person as one's own without giving credit to the person who created the work. This may encompass portions of a work or an entire work. Works of original expression include but are not limited to papers, speeches, poetry, movies, videos, protected pieces of art, illustrations and musical compositions. In addition, submitting a piece of work that you wrote for another course constitutes plagiarism.
Deliberate plagiarism will result in failure of the course and will be referred to the appropriate university officials. If it is not your first offense, you may be expelled. Please feel free to speak to me if you do not understand what counts as plagiarism or if you have any other questions or concerns. The school’s plagiarism policy is found here: http://www.csbsju.edu/catalog/2007_2009/programs/rights/002.htm
Cell Phones in Class
Any use of cell phones is prohibited during class time. I will deduct five points from a student’s final point total for each instance of texting or checking messages I observe during class. Students will be notified of such infractions on the day they occur.

Workload and Grading
The workload for this course is designed to meet the standard set forth in the Grades Section of the CSB.SJU Academic Catalog: “One credit ordinarily represents three hours of work each week, including private study and research as well as scheduled class meeting.” Since this is a four-credit course, you should plan to spend an average of twelve hours per week on it, including class time.  Grades will be based on your performance in the following areas:

Essays									50%
Quizzes								30%
Engagement             							20%
You will receive points instead of letter grades on graded assignments. Late assignments will be deducted 10% for every day beyond the due date. Your final grade will be based upon the percentage of points that you earn out of the total points possible. I will use the scale below to calculate your final grade:
 100 --  94%    		 A
 93.9 -- 88%  		AB
 87.9  – 83%  		 B
 82.9  – 78%  		BC
 77.9  – 72%  		 C
 71.9 --  68%  		CD
 67.9  –  60%  	               D
                            <60%		                 F
