November 10, 2011
Greetings all!  I am happy to be writing on behalf of my experiences in China.  I have been employed as an oral English and American culture teacher with Southwest University for the past nine months.  It would be difficult for me to express in words the incredible amount of changes I have gone through as a person during this period of time.  I truly believe that a person is shaped by their experiences in life as much by their innate predispositions and background.  In this way, whatever course my life may take, a piece of my experiences in China will stay with me forever.  I believe that most things are neither positive nor negative in life.  The trick is to find a way of bringing positive meaning to the things that sometimes did not go the best the first time.  I believe that by finding these deeper meanings in life all experiences are worthwhile.  In my case, I came to China expecting to embrace a new culture in a way I would have welcomed a new family member.  I really was inspired by Professor Bohr’s Chinese history classes and guest speakers on Asian cultures.  Along with being a young and idealistic individual, I believed that now was the time to make that positive impact.  
	Upon arriving in China I discovered a whole new world of thought.  My experiences in China have taught me that Chinese people have so many interesting beliefs, ideas, and goals in life.  I feel an injustice by merely writing these things down on paper.  For a person to really understand Chinese culture they must experience it on their own.  Traveling is not a sufficient means of really experiencing China’s ancient and unique culture.  That is why I believe very passionately that all post-graduates should do their best to live in a foreign country in a capacity which suits their vocation best.  For example, I enjoy working with people so I am a teacher in China.  I believe young graduates would be wise to do so in their own field of work due to the ever competitive global market today.  Lessons learned abroad regarding problem solving are also skills that are transferable to any career a person works in.
I have found the local people extremely welcoming and interested in my life every day.  I find that I am teaching even outside of the classroom which at times does become taxing on me.  Life is a cyclical experience which reminds me to be patient.  After a short time I already become happy again to work with people and culturally exchange at a deeper level.  My appearance alone makes it impossible for me to escape the constant attention.  Being a tall, white, and blonde man engages the Chinese imagination at many different levels.  I find that attention is always something to be very wary of because it correlates with jealousy, envy, and even contempt.  I do my best to engage people in a meaningful manner or not at all.  This becomes the most prevalent for me while exercising outdoors.  I enjoy running six days a week.  At times I will not engage people while I try to enjoy the natural rapture of the body in physical exercise.  Other times I change my running pace to encourage communication.  I know that it must be hard for the Chinese to understand at times if I am focused or want to talk; however, I too am a person and cannot always be taxing myself to be affable.  
My experiences here have changed my life completely.  I will no longer look at the world the way that I did before coming to China.  I am looking to extend my contract with Southwest University for one more year.  That would make it two wonderful years living in China.  There are many things that are hard about living in a foreign country such as missing family and friends.  Nonetheless, I know that I would not have been true to myself if I would not have made this incredible adventure.  Each day I am faced with some unique challenge which I must discover an even better way to solve.  These types of difficult situations help a person learn a great deal of patience.  I have also improved my confidence in learning a new language on the fly.  The entire experience has been a rewarding one for me; therefore,  I believe that I will look to continue my unique experiences either in South Korea or Japan following my two years in China.  
I hope to take these experiences into the business, education, or government fields following the completion of my time in Asia.  Overall, I believe that life is not about paving one’s own path.  Often time things happen which we are left to not understand.  Did I believe that I would one day live alone in China when I started college?  No.  I can safely say that I did not.  Likewise, I would not have believed that United States economy would have continued to remain stagnant for this long.  What I can say is that I believe that I should take advantage of the opportunities given in life.  I know that I enjoy living abroad for many reasons and, as long as that remains true, I will continue to take this unbelievable adventure to wherever it shall lead!
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